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This Hag pronounces Sentence of Woe upon all the miserable Wretches

that hold up their hands at her Tribunal. After this they are deliver'd

over to huge Turkey-Buzzards, like harpys, that fly away with them to the

Place above mentioned.

Here, after they have been tormented a certain Number of years, ac-

cording to their several Degrees of Guilt, they are again driven back into

this World, to try if they will mend their Manners, and merit a place

the next time in the Regions of Bliss.

This was the Substances of Bearskin's Religion, and was as much to the

purpose as cou'd be expected from a meer State of Nature, without one

Glimpse of Revelation or Philosophy.

It contain'd, however, the three Great Articles of Natural Religion:

The Belief of a God; The Moral Distinction betwixt Good and Evil; and

the Expectation of Rewards and Punishments in Another World.

Indeed, the Indian Notion of a Future Happiness is a little Gross and

Sensual, like Mahomet's Paradise. But how can it be otherwise, in a

People that are contented with Nature as they find Her, and have no other

Lights but what they receive from purblind Tradition?

14. There having been great Signs of Rain yesterday Evening, we

had taken our Precautions in Securing the Bread, and trenching in our

Tent.

The men had also Stretcht their Blankets upon Poles, Penthouse fashion,

against the Weather, so that nobody was taken unprepar'd.

It began to fall heavily about three a'clock in the Morning, and held

not up till near Noon. Everything was so thoroughly Soakt, that we laid

aside all thoughts of decamping that Day.

This gave leizure to the most expert of our Gunners to go and try their

Fortunes, and they succeeded so well, that they return'd about Noon

with three fat Deer, and 4 wild Turkeys. Thus Providence took care of

us, and however short the Men might be in their Bread, 'tis certain they

had Meat at full Allowance.

The Cookery went on Merrily all Night long, to keep the Damps from

entering our Pores; and in truth the Impressions of the Air are much more

powerful upon empty Stomachs.

In such a Glut of Provisions, a true Woodsman, when he has nothing

else to do, like our honest countrymen the Indians, keeps eating on, to

avoid the imputation of Idleness; Though, in a Scarcity, the Indian will

fast with a much better Grace than they. They can Subsist Several days

upon a little Rockahominy, which is parcht Indian Corn reduc'd to powder.

This they moisten in the hollow of their Hands with a little water, and 'tis

hardly credible how small a Quantity of it will Support them. Tis true

they grow a little lank upon it, but to make themselves feel full, they

gird up their Loins very tight with a Belt, taking up a Hole every day.

With this Slender Subsistence they are able to travel very long Journeys;


